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Battle of the Bulge through the eyes of Historians
World War II is seen as the war to end all wars, but the victory that allowed the Allied forces to take the victory from, what seemed like, the jaws of defeat was the decisive victory of the Battle of the Bulge.  The Battle of the Bulge took place in Belgium from the 16th of December 1944 to the 20th of January the following year.  The battle took place in the woods near a town by the name of Bastogne which was heavily shelled and battle torn due to the cross fire surrounding the town.  The men on the front lines of battle were faced with some of the harshest weather that Belgium had seen to date and were forced to face the bitter cold while lacking the necessary supplies.  This literature review will discuss the different angles taken by historians on the difficulties faced by the Allied troops during the Battle of the Bulge.
Many historians have written on the topic of the Battle of the Bulge and the lack of preparations made by the invading allied forces, most of which focus on either the lack of goods (i.e. food, winter clothing, heat, etc) or the poor tactics employed by the Allied troops.  Another similarity between the authors is that they all seem to have written their histories more than thirty years after the battle took place; this phenomenon can be attributed to the increased publicity drawn toward World War II by the movies.
A heavily written about topic was the tactics employed during the battle.  Hugh M. Cole, an American Historian who taught at the College of St. Paul and wrote The Siege and Relief of Bastogne during the Battle of the Bulge (1965).  Cole’s look at the Battle of the Bulge spends most of the time reflecting on the weather and how it affected the tactical responses taken by the military leaders as well as the flow of goods to the front lines.  Overcast skies made the use of airplanes impossible.  They were unable to make bombing runs on the enemy, drop cargo, or resupply the Allies, leaving soldiers eating field rations and without winter clothing.  Fog and a ground thaw made the transportation of trucks and tanks very slow, leading their nonexistent role in the Battle of the Bulge

Several sources deal with the issue of Allied forces lacking certain goods necessary for victory.  Historian William Goolrick and student Tanner Ogden began their venture into conditions of the Battle of the Bulge in study The Battle of the Bulge (1979).  In their portrayal of the battle, Goolrick and Ogden frequently mention the lack of proper clothing given to the soldiers on the frontlines because the Generals had opted for ammunition and gasoline instead.  This lack of forethought lead to a long list of medical problems including, but not limited to, trench foot and hypothermia
.  
John Toland, a historian most well known for his biography on Adolf hitler wrote The Story of the Bulge (1999) and u-s-history.com’s article Battle of the Bulge: The Ardennes Offensive- a Last Ditch Effort, both of which focus heavily on a lack of readily available reserves for which the infantry was able to call upon.  The short handedness came as a result of 81,000 plus casualties that had been suffered by the Allied forces in the first two days of the battle, not to mention the three years of constant engagement U.S. troops had been facing.  Each of these sources has similar information pertaining to the Allied nation’s inability to transport the necessary equipment to the troops that would allow them to properly fight a war in the middle of the Belgian winter.  Peter Schrijvers’ The Unknown Dead: Civilians in the Battle of the Bulge (2005) talks about how, because the supply trains were so small and frequently unable to send out new supplies or rations, the men were forced to seize all goods that they could get in their hands, forcing a change in tactics
.
When all of these sources are read together they may seem very different, but when read closer it can be seen that they are very similar.  They all seem to use some of the same resources but each historian went into their research with a different goal to accomplish.   For most of the writers it seems that they wanted to discuss the hardships faced by the soldiers on their way to victory in the Ardennes.  They all agree that: the weather played a vital role in the battle, that the goods were short, and the tactics employed by the upper administration was affected by the weather.
The topic of the Battle of the Bulge has been written about a lot in the past forty years.  It has been studied in many different contexts; one can follow the path of Cole and write about the tactical aspect and how it was affected by the weather or it can be written in regards to a lack of necessary goods.  The limits of the research and writings are abundant.  I have chosen to pick out these topics on account that they fit nicely in with my topic of research.  .   I intend to take the conclusions made by these Historians and use them to help in my quest to add a new chapter in regards to how the views of the front line soldiers greatly differed from that of the Generals housed in the rear of the advancement.  This direction has not been taken, mostly because at first glance the information might seem useless; instead it can be used to help moral amongst modern soldiers and maybe even improve some of their general needs or concerns.
Bibliography

Arnold R. James. The Battle of the Bulge: Hitler’s Last Gamble in the West. Westport: Praeger    Publishers, 2004.
Cole, M. Hugh. The Siege and Relief of Bastogne During the Battle of the Bulge http://www.shsu.edu/~his_ncp/Bastogne.html (445-555) (accessed February 8, 2009)

Goolrick K. William and Tanner Ogden, The Battle of the Bulge. (Morristown: Time-Life, 1979) 124-164
McMannus, John. Alamo in the Ardennes: The Untold Story of the American Soldiers Who Made the Defense of Bastogne Possible. Hoboken: Wiley, 2007.
Neilland, Robin. The Battle for the Rhine: The Battle of the Bulge and the Ardennes Campaign 1944. New York: Peter Mayer Publishing Company, 2005.

O'Donnell, Patrick K.”’Nuts!’ Revisited” http://thedropzone.org  http://www.thedropzone.org /europe/Bulge/kinnard.html (accessed February 8, 2009)
Schrijvers, Peter. The Unknown Dead: Civilians in the Battle of the Bulge. Lexington:  The University Press of Kentucky, 2005.

Toland, John. Battle: The Story of the Bulge. Lincoln: Bison Books, 1999.

Trueman, Chris. “The Battle of the Bulge” www.historylearningsite.co.uk   http://www.history learningsite.co.uk/battle_of_the_bulge.htm (accessed February 8, 2009)
“Battle of the Bulge: The Ardennes Offensive – a last ditch effort” http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1753.html (accessed February 8, 2009)

� Hugh M. Cole, The Siege and Relief of Bastogne during the Battle of the Bulge


� William Goolrick and Tanner Ogden, The Battle of the Bulge


� Peter Schrijvers,  The Unknown Dead: Civilians in the Battle of the Bulge





