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Secondary Sources
 Goolrick K. William and Tanner Ogden, The Battle of the Bulge. (Morristown: Time-Life, 1979) 124-164
            This duo of authors references the bitter cold and never ending snow faced by the soldiers during the month of fighting in Belgium.  The weather was so bad that problems that would incapacitate many of the soldiers but there was no relief to be had.  William and Ogden reference the harshness winter and how unusually cold it was.  Ironically though, the winter clothing was the first thing to be bypassed in order to ship more ammo and gas.   These two men talk reference the problems that would come from the weather such as trench foot and hypothermia.  This book took all of the information found in primary sources and summarizes it down into a more compact wording and in some ways seems to lessen the impact of the problems talked about by soldiers in their memoirs.  As 1979 is the first date on my bibliography it brings a question of why were historians not actively writing about the topic before then?
Toland, John. Battle: The Story of the Bulge. Lincoln: Bison Books, 1999.


Toland makes many arguments for why the battle was not going as nicely as expected.  He puts a lot of emphasis on the fact that the American troops in the field were short handed and then also had to deal with a lack of reserves to call upon to help with the short-handedness.  Another problem written about by Toland was the obstacle of the narrowing corridor of escape faced by the troops.  The bulge created by the initial German attack increasingly created an effect that could have trapped and consumed a large portion of the Allied forces, possibly spelling their doom.  This topic seems to only be mentioned by Toland with the main reason being that he seemed to focus mainly on a strategical aspect of the battle that does not seem to be a field of focus for other historians used. 
Cole, M. Hugh. The Siege and Relief of Bastogne During the Battle of the Bulge http://www.shsu.edu/~his_ncp/Bastogne.html (445-555) (accessed February 8, 2009)

Cole mostly references the weather as an effect on transportation of goods, reinforcements, and air raids.  There were fogs that slowed transportation and impeded air raids that could have shortened the battle.  Due to an almost constant overcast sky and fog the planes were only allowed to play a minimal role in the entirety of the Bastogne campaign.  Cole also mentioned a shortage of necessary supplies needed for the soldiers to survive the harsh winter such as proper clothing.  He does this by focusing on the causes; such as the fog, but also a thaw that turned everything to mud followed by terrible blizzard that did not allow snow plows to clear the roads in time to make a difference.  Cole talks about topics that other historians seem to talk about but seems to focus on the reasons for a lack of supplies to the troops.
Lennon, Thomas and Mark Zwonitzer. “Battle of the Bulge,” PBS.org, http://www.pbs.org /wgbh/amex/bulge/filmmore/pt.html

Lennon and Zwonitzer wrote a special that aired on PBS describing in detail the conditions faced by the soldiers during the battle of the bulge.  The biggest difference between this source and other sources is how they used an interviewing technique mixed with a narrator to bridge the commentary.  Many of the soldiers talk about how terrible the weather was for the month of the battle.  The men also reference a couple of forced sacrifices that ended in enormous numbers of troops becoming POW’s.  The views seem to solidify what the other sources reference and in some ways the narrator seems to add shocking facts that make the stories even more unbelievable.  This source adds its own twist to the list of secondary sources in the form of interview clips, which helps bring life to the stories that would otherwise just be more words on a page.   
“Battle of the Bulge: The Ardennes Offensive – a last ditch effort” http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1753.html (accessed February 8, 2009)

This source references the many problems faced by the soldiers during the battle of the bulge.  The weather was so cold that the weapons would often freeze in place, with the easiest way to unfreeze the gun was for the soldiers to urinate on the weapon.  Another problem mentioned was the number of casualties that had been inflicted on the Allied forces, having received 70-81,000 casualties in the battle.  This source has very similar information to that of the other sources but I chose this one because it has got pictures of different times during the Battle of the Bulge.  This source also breaks the large topic of the Battle of the Bulge down into several smaller skirmishes that occurred in the proximity of Bastogne such as “The Malmedy Massacre” and a “Counterattack” that took place on December 23rd.
